prolonged discharge from the womb; so singing is not a "remedy", nor is the condition furor uterinus.
In an extended discussion of the images of Ashmole 399, Dixon argues that they form a single "saga of uterine woes" (p. 31) of eight pictures, in which a woman suffering from uterine suffocation eventually dies. She interprets the autopsy in the sixth picture as evidence that death was seen as due to the womb becoming detached from the vagina. There are many serious problems with this interpretation. Since the pictures occur on a loose bifolium which was a later addition to the manuscript, there may be no connection between them and the different gynaecological tracts included in the collection. Even from the black-and-white illustrations given by Alan Kraut strives mightily for fairness to all parties in his study of immigration and health in America, and in that resides many of the strengths and weaknesses of this work. Less about germs and genes than about the responses of the native born and newcomers alike to a variety of health issues-particularly the putative connection between foreigner and disease-Silent travelers investigates the ways in which medicine was used both as an instrument of social control and nativist anxiety and as a means of contending with genuine public-health threats tied to the arrival of immigrant bodies on American shores. One of the strengths of Kraut's analysis is that he maintains the tension between these elements throughout his narrative. Public health officials are portrayed not as villains attempting simply to "Americanize" newcomers, but as individuals often torn between their sympathy for the anxieties and traditions of immigrants and their duty to protect the public from disease or practices contradictory to the dictates of modem medicine. Similarly, immigrant communities themselves are represented as active fashioners of a complex response to the new conditions and health realities of America, neither completely abandoning traditional practices nor rejecting out of hand the methods and mores of the American approach to health. If Kraut is to be faulted, it is that at times he seems to favour balance over investigation into the deeper reasons why "stranger" and "disease" were so often associated within American culture. In addition to rejecting simple social-control arguments and to portraying newcomers as active participants in their acculturation, Silent travelers merits praise for linking issues of health and medicine to broader social and political themes. The story of germs and immigrants, as Kraut tells it, is one intimately related to Americanization, the nature of urban poverty, and the institutionalization of public health as a state concern, and provokes anew the question of how health became such a powerful social/political language throughout the west in the late-nineteenth century. Kraut's strength, however, lies more in raising such issues than in providing a searching analysis of them. Silent travelers spends little time on the process of the medicalization of social discourse, and while a central concern of the book is the codification of "the connection between immigrant and illness", the dynamics of the process of stigmatization are left curiously underexplored. Finally, Kraut' Hives ofsickness, a loosely edited collection of essays on the history of public health and epidemics in New York City, provides yet another example of the medical historian's fascination with social responses to contagious disease. As David Rosner, the volume's editor, notes in his useful introduction, the epidemics covered in this book are essentially social phenomena that intertwine issues of housing, the workplace, public health, immigration, poverty, politics, culture, and class.
The book's first section, 'Breeding grounds for disease', is devoted to the "disease environment of the nineteenth-century [New York] City and its relationship to broad changes in housing and population" (p. 18). Gretchen Condran provides a useful demographic synopsis of the changing patterns
